Introduction
Centris Fabricius, 1804 is one of the most important and diverse genera of solitary bees of the Neotropical Region, occurring from southern United States to southern South America (Michener, 1979 (Michener, , 2000 . The more than 200 described species are organized into 12 subgenera (Moure et al., 2007) widely distributed in the Neotropics, although some of the latter have more restricted distributions, especially in xeric areas of South America.
Among the currently recognized subgenera, Centris (Wagenknechtia) Moure, 1950 is, along with C. (Penthemisia) Moure, 1950 (sensu Zanella, 2002 one with the lowest number of species described. This subgenus occurs mainly in dry areas of southern South America, from southern Peru, central Chile and Argentina to
